
Hamsterley Trailblazers Coast and Castles Ride 
 
May 29th   
Newcastle to Belford    
82 Miles 
 
 
On the 29th July 2010 thirteen keen riders set off to ride 200 miles from Newcastle to 
Edinburgh.  Ten mountain bikes, a tandem and a cyclocross bike (with an engine in 
it’s panniers we’re sure), a support driver Olly and a minibus called Diego (and a 
large tub of Udderly Smooth). 
 

 
 

The Grand Depart 
 
 
The group set off from under the Tyne Bridge and set off for the first days ride.  Not 
long after setting off the first puncture was encountered.  It was to become the first of 
many and this was less than 2 miles into the ride 
 
 
. 



 
 

The First Puncture of Many 
 

Punctured repaired the journey continued up the coast passing various landmarks 
along the way.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

Tynemouth Priory 
 
Along the route there were more punctures and a crash when two riders got a little 
too close crossing over a field, this resulted in the next repair, a broken spoke. 
 
 

 
 

Lunch at Warkworth Caslte 
 
The group finally met up with Olly and Diego at Warkworth Castle for lunch.  This 
marked approximately the half way point and seemed quite an appropriate place to 
stop.  The rest of the day was spent following nice coastal scenery before riding the 
steep hill into Belford where the first day ended.   



May 30th  
Belford to Melrose   
62 Miles 
 
The second day started when everyone was woken by a cockerel crowing at dawn 
just outside the hostel window.  After breakfast and repairing another batch of 
punctures the days ride started.  It continued to head up the coast but unfortunately 
the day had started very wet from the beginning.  Waterproofs were donned before 
setting off up the hill to start the ride.   
 
The route again followed the coastal paths. However, the group were weather beaten 
with the strong wind and horizontal rain.  Eventually everyone reached Berwick for a 
well earned rest and the opportunity to stop at a pub for hot drinks and in some cases 
misuse of the hand dryers in the toilets for drying clothes.   
 
Before leaving Berwick the rain stopped and the group continued along the ride for a 
short distance to the next lunch stop at Norham castle. The weather settled and 
everyone changed into some dry clothes.  After food and some rest everyone set off 
again a little happier towards the days goal of reaching Melrose.  The second part of 
the day was quite pleasant with the sun shining for the remainder of the day. 
 
Some further punctures were encountered along the way along with a crash caused 
by attempting to adjust shorts while cycling!  Towards the end of the day some 
people were feeling the effects of two days and 140 miles of cycling and it took a 
concerted effort to make it to the youth hostel for the evening.  There was the perfect 
example of the team spirit when the ones who were struggling were met at the youth 
hostel and hustled into the dining room for dinner while others took care of the bikes. 
 
The evening in Melrose started with some drinks on the lawn outside of the youth 
hostel and then visiting some of the local establishments for a pint or two.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



May 31st   
Melrose to Edinburgh   
56 Miles 
 
The next morning the sun shone for the final stage of the journey to Edinburgh.  
Everyone rode together for the majority of the day.  Olly got to take a break from his 
support duties and have a play at Innerleithen as the route passed through it. 
 
 
 

 
 

Leaving the Hostel on the Sunny Morning 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 

 
 
 
 



 

 
 
 Enjoying the Sunny Morning Ride  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



The days ride seemed relatively easy, aided by the sunny weather.  After completing 
the days long steady climb, it was a quick drop back down the side of the hill into 
Middleton to meet for lunch. 
 
 

  
 

Lunch Stop 



 
 

 
 
 

 
 

Relaxing at Lunch 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 

Not too far to go now 
 
 

 
 

One last check of the route 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 



Just after everyone set off after lunch there was another puncture.  While Pete was 
repairing this (and Mark was also repairing yet another puncture) some people took 
the opportunity to play on the Tandem 
 
 
 

 
 

 
Not Another Puncture! 

 



 
 
 

Karen and Dave on the Tandem 
 

Later Dave and Neil had a ride on the tandem.  But this gave Kath the opportunity to 
take Dave’s bike.  Indulging in her new found freedom Kath took off on the bike with 
the comedy of Neil and Dave giving chase on the tandem before they finally caught 
up with her and all bikes were returned to their rightful owners. 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Maverick and Goose reunited with their Tandem 



Once the repairs were complete everyone set off for the final leg of the journey into 
Edinburgh.  The meeting point for the minibus had to be diverted due to the fact there 
was a Royal visitor to Edinburgh, so yet again the ride finished at the top of a steep 
climb, just near Arthurs Seat. 
 
Everyone completed the ride, relatively in one piece.  After loading the bikes into the 
trailer (and being questioned by police when they mistook the bike trailer for an illegal 
burger van) everyone headed for the Edinburgh youth hostel ready for a shower and 
change and into the town for a well earned celebratory meal.   
 

200 miles, 10 punctures and 2 crashes.  Done. 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


